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threatens   to   engulf   nearby   neighbor-
hoods,  some  homeowners  might  opt   to  
quickly  spray  the  entire  exterior  of  their  

ing.  Now,  a  team  of  Agricultural  Research  

Service   scientists   in   California—one   of  

ologist  Greg  Glenn  at  the  agency’s  West

squares  with  the  experimental  gel,  a  com

mercial  gel,  or  other  formulations.

experiments.

that   the   gel   kept   its  moisture   longer—a  

was  chosen  as  one  example  of  how  many  

Other  tests,  in  which  the  squares  were  

the  coating’s  effectiveness.  ARS  is  seeking  

a  patent  for  the  research.

Fire  
Safety  Journal.—By  Marcia  Wood,  ARS.
This   research   is   part   of   Quality   and  

Utilization   of  Agricultural   Products,   an  
ARS  national  program  (#306)  described  
at  www.nps.ars.usda.gov.
Gregory  M.  Glenn  is  with  the  USDA-ARS  

Western  Regional  Research  Center,   800  
Buchanan  St.,  Albany,  CA  94710;;   (510)  
559-5677,  greg.glenn@ars.usda.gov.*

At  the  Western  Regional  Research  Center  in  Albany,  California,  food  technologist  Artur  Klamczynski  (left)  and  plant  physiologist  Greg  Glenn  prepare  to  

Experimental Wildfire-Retardant  
Coating May Help  

Protect Homes
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